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While the Water Security
Agency (WSA) may not be
quite ready to tell you to put
away your rubber boots, it
seems most communities in
southern Saskatchewan can
start to breathe easy.
Wascana Lake has peaked
— and at a level lower than
predicted, to boot — at 571.5
metres.
In a daily flood briefing on
Tuesday, WSA spokesman Patrick Boyle stressed while the
agency is still keeping its eye on
Wascana levels, “it seems the
threat there has passed.”
The lower-than-expected
peak for Wascana Creek
has resulted in slightly
lower predictions for the
Qu’Appelle lakes in the
coming days, though the ice
stubbornly refusing to melt
on the likes of Last Mountain Lake could cause issues
and damage equipment and
property if winds pick up.
It’s expected lakes will
peak in the next couple of
weeks, starting with Echo
Lake on May 18, Katepwa on
May 20 and Last Mountain
by late May or early June.
Water in Lumsden is also
near its peak, again at lower
levels than expected.
On Tuesday, it was running
through the catchment at
200 cubic metres per second,
which is about 100 CMS lower
than flows were in 2011.
“The water there is filling
the valley, but that was expected by everyone there,”
Boyle said.
“Because the water from
the Moose Jaw River and
Wascana (Creek) came in
stages, we really avoided a
worst-case scenario there.”
Water will likely spill
onto the flood plain at Craven, but levels again will
be slightly lower than they
were in 2011.
A slow melt, which allowed moisture time to seep
into the ground, is once
again being credited with
the lower-than-predicted
water levels.
Colin King, deputy emergency management commissioner, said the flood
management operation “is
proceeding very well,” and
praised the work of communities for their part in
preparing their regions for
possible flooding.
The focus now will switch
to wildfires, with the southern
half of the province on alert
as temperatures warm and the
ground continues to dry out.
“There is a high fire
risk ... and our crews are
manned and aircraft ready
to respond as they occur,”
King said.
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Site bosses and architects look on as a crane lifts a piece of steel to set in place at the
top of of the building at Centre Square Place on the 2300 block Broad Street.
See the story on page D1.

OTTAWA — New data on
Canada’s aboriginal people are likely to underscore the need to address
education for indigenous
youth, the country’s faste s t - g r ow i n g g r o u p, e x perts say.
This morning, Statistics
Canada will release the
first batch of data from the
2011 National Household
Survey, including new information about the country’s burgeoning aboriginal population.
The data will include total
numbers of First Nations,
Metis and Inuit, including
breakdowns by area, age
structure and the living arrangements of aboriginal
children. It will also look at
the languages spoken by aboriginal peoples.
S t at i s t i c i a n s c a u t i o n
there is no way of knowing
how good or bad the information is from the National Household Survey. The
voluntary nature of the
survey, which replaced the
once-mandatory long-form
census, leaves gaps in information for some groups
that tend not to respond to
voluntary surveys — in-

cluding aboriginals.
But experts believe the
data should provide a fairly
accurate broad-scale picture
of Canada.
Canada’s aboriginal
population grew by 45 per
cent between 1996 and 2006,
nearly six times faster than
the rate of increase in the
non-aboriginal population,
according to the 2006 census, the last time the comprehensive study was done.
Almost half the aboriginal
population consisted of children and youths aged 24 and
under.
Policymakers have grappled with that growth for
years, as many reserves
in remote areas face high
school-dropout and unemployment rates. Many experts say the challenges
brought by rapid population growth haven’t been
fully addressed, especially in the realm of education.
“The size of the young
aboriginal population
should have everybody’s
attention, because it’s so
large and will probably
continue to grow for another 10 or 15 years,” said
University of Saskatchewan Prof. Ken Coates,
Canada Research Chair
in re gional innovation.
“It means the demands on
the federal gover nment
that flow simply from
population siz e will be
very, very substantial.”
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While a Regina doctor who
is facing three criminal
charges has not been suspended, he is no longer
working at either Regina
hospital.
Dr. Jordan Velestuk was
a r re s t e d at t h e Re g i n a
General Hospital on April
28 and is to appear in Regina Provincial Court on
June 3.
He will answer to charges
of theft under $5,000, fraud
under $5,000 and uttering a
forged document.

See DRUG CHARGES, A2
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Regina police have charged
a woman with possession of
cannabis marijuana for the
purpose of trafficking and
say more charges could result from a house explosion
on Monday night.
Natasha Myria Fritzke,
19, appeared briefly in Regina Provincial Court on
Tuesday and was released
on several conditions, including she abide by a curfew and abstain from nonprescription dr ugs and
alcohol. Fritzke is scheduled to be back in court on
May 28.
At around 8 p.m., Regina
police and fire crews re-

index

men were taken to the hospital to be treated for burns.

The Regina Police Service
has issued a Saskatchewanwide warrant for the arrest
of a 26-year-old soccer player alleged to have punched
a referee at an indoor match
on April 10.
Khalfan Banzima of Calgary is charged with common assault.
On April 10, police were
called to the Credit Union
EventPlex at Evraz Place
during the World Class Players Cup where a caller had
reported that a referee had
been struck by a player.
Police deter mined the
45-year-old man had been
hit in the jaw.
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Yellow tape goes up at 3208 13th Avenue after an explosion occurred there on Monday.
sponded to an explosion at
a house on the 3200 block
of 13th Avenue. A 19-yearold man and two 18-year-old
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